English 3 Honors Summer Reading Assignment 
South Miami Senior High School
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Part I:  
Sag Harbor by Colson Whitehead (ISBN 978-0307455161)
Whitehead [writes] a classic entering-manhood tale framed within the summer of 1985.  Benji, 15, skinny, nerdy, well-meaning, and wry, reports on life in a legendary African American enclave in Sag Harbor, Long Island. He and his brother, the sons of a doctor and a lawyer, attend private school in Manhattan and spend each summer here with a circle of friends, this year moving on from bicycles to cars, arcade games to ogling girls. Benji  . . . frets over myriad anxieties, including his inability to keep up with the “new handshakes.” Whitehead’s ardor for pop culture launches exuberantly caustic ruminations on music, fashion, and TV, while he goes overboard describing Benji’s ice-cream-shop job. Benji’s stipulations of what is cool and uncool create a moral equation, while the buzz of summer delights conceals the pain of racism and class bias, which lurk like jagged rocks beneath the sun-dazzled sea. Caution lowers the resonance of this masterfully told tale, but ups the pleasure, making for an unusually generous, wisely funny novel about good kids and a society’s muddled attempt to come of age. 

 – Booklist 
“Warm and funny, carefully observed, and beautifully written. . . . Whitehead seems to be having the time of his life.” 
—The Boston Globe
“Weaves a spell that is by turns enchanting, mood-shifting, and side-splitting.” 




—Elle Magazine
 
“Lyrical and hilarious.”










—Philadelphia City Paper

1. During your summer vacation, you will be required to read Sag Harbor by Colson Whitehead, which is about one fictional teenager’s summer vacation.  You will annotate your book as you read, taking notice of the author’s use of language and devices, such as hyperbole, imagery, similes and metaphors, and of how these help convey the coming-of-age themes Whitehead explores.  You will bring your annotated book to school with you when you return in August.  
2. You will also need to discuss the novel with your classmates on Edmodo.com.  (Three posts minimum.)  To receive credit for your discussion, you need to post or respond to a classmate’s post with a comment that addresses any of the following:

· Character development of any of the major characters (physical or personality description, thoughts or words of the character,  or other characters’ reactions to the character)
· Theme / lesson of the chapter or event
· Symbols (objects that stand for ideas) and what they mean

· Irony (situational, verbal, or dramatic)

· Your opinions about any of what is going on in the chapter (be sure to explain why)

· Questions for clarification (anything you’re confused about) OR clarification for your classmates

· Language and devices from your annotations (word choice, hyperbole, imagery, similes and metaphors, personification, etc.) and how these help Whitehead tell his story.
Additionally, your comment must be well-supported with evidence and/or quote(s) from the text.  (In other words, it should be clear, from your post, that you’ve been reading.)
3. To be able to do this, you must go to www.edmodo.com and complete the following steps:

· Enter the following group code:    bv5uhh
NOTE:  If you wait too long to do this, you will be placed in a queue pending approval, and it will delay your participation.  For this reason, go ahead and join the group before school ends on June 4th, and then complete the entries as you read over the summer.
· You may create a new Edmodo account, but if you already have one, use that.
· Once you join, begin posting OR responding to an existing post!  Make sure your comments are your own (not copied from the Internet or elsewhere; this will result in NO CREDIT), and that they are intelligent.  Proofread for spelling & grammar before you submit – remember this is still a school assignment.  Remember this will be your teacher’s first impression of you.  You do not want your teacher (or classmates) to remember your work as mediocre or dishonest.  Look at it as an opportunity to show off your insight.  Also remember that quality is more important than quantity.  Three insightful, well-supported posts are preferable to six obvious or vague ones.
· All posts must be completed by the time we return to school in August.  Do not wait until the last minute for this.  If you do so, the discussion will be useless.
· Keep in mind that this is an assignment for school.  Do not post any inappropriate comments or pictures; these will affect your grade on the assignment and possibly even your conduct grade.  IF YOU POST ANY INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT, YOU WILL BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION.
· Edmodo has a free smartphone application, and you are encouraged to use it.  Use the same directions above, or log in with your username & password.
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Part II:
Hot Words for SAT (5th Edition) (ISBN 978-1438002200)
· You must obtain your own (preferably unused) copy of the book, study the words, and complete the assignments.  

· Please write in the book, and revisit the words frequently.  Making flash cards is strongly recommended.  (There is also a smartphone application available for an additional fee, which you are welcome to use, but this is not meant to substitute the book.)  For chapters that have words with similar meanings, it helps to categorize the words (i.e. on a continuum from positive to negative; whether the word is a noun, verb, or adjective; or even by good or bad connotation).
· You will be tested on this vocabulary throughout the school year, and vocabulary will account for approximately 10% of your course grade. 
